
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOBILE-CELLULAR TELEPHONE SUBSCRIPTIONS 

REPORT AS OF MARCH 2023 

Disclaimer: Information provided in this report is subject to 

alteration in case of any revision or update deemed necessary. 
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1. Mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions as of March 2023 

The number of active mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions1 in Rwanda increased from 11,276,091 as 

of February 2023 up to 11,361,465 SIM cards recorded at the end of March 2023, representing an 

increase of 0.76%. The postpaid subscriptions increased from 164,739 as of February 2023 to 165,808 

SIM cards as of March 2023 whereas the prepaid subscriptions increased to 11,195,657 as of March 

2023 in comparison to 11,111,352 SIM cards reported at the end of February 2023. The Table 1 displays 

the number of active mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions per Mobile Network Operator. 

 

Table 1: Active mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions as of March 2023 

Name of operator 
February 2023 March 2023 Monthly 

variation  Postpaid Prepaid Total Postpaid Prepaid Total 

MTN Rwanda Ltd  157,344 7,018,655 7,175,999 158,413 7,029,577 7,187,990 0.17% 

Airtel Rwanda Ltd 7,395 4,092,697 4,100,092 7,395 4,166,080 4,173,475 1.79% 

Total 164,739 11,111,352 11,276,091 165,808 11,195,657 11,361,465 0.76% 

Source: Operators’ reports 

 

Figure 1: Trend of active mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions 

Source: Operators’ reports 

                                                           
1 Active mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions are the number of SIM Cards that have been used during the last three 

months. 
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Figure 2: Trend of active mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions by postpaid and prepaid 

 
Source: Operators’ reports 

 

 

2. Mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions per 100 inhabitants 

As of March 2023, the Mobile Penetration Rate that refers to the number of active SIM cards per total 

projected population have increased up to 85.1% in comparison to 84.8% for February 2023 publications. 

Figure 3: Trend of mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions per 100 inhabitants 

 
Source: Operators’ reports 

 20,000
 40,000
 60,000
 80,000
 100,000
 120,000
 140,000
 160,000
 180,000
 200,000

 2,000,000

 4,000,000

 6,000,000

 8,000,000

 10,000,000

 12,000,000

Ja
n
-2

2

F
eb

-2
2

M
ar

-2
2

A
p
r-

2
2

M
ay

-2
2

Ju
n
-2

2

Ju
l-

2
2

A
u

g
-2

2

S
ep

-2
2

O
ct

-2
2

N
o
v
-2

2

D
ec

-2
2

Ja
n
-2

3

F
eb

-2
3

M
ar

-2
3

P
o
st

p
a
id

 s
u

b
sc

ri
p

ti
o
n

s

P
re

p
a
id

 s
u

b
sr

ip
ti

o
n

s 

Prepaid Postpaid

Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 Jul-22 Aug-22 Sep-22 Oct-22 Nov-22 Dec-22 Jan-23 Feb-23 Mar-23

81.7% 80.6% 80.6% 80.7% 81.4% 81.9% 82.5% 82.4% 82.6% 83.0% 83.9% 84.8% 85.1%



 

3 

3. Market share for mobile (SIM cards) subscriptions 

As of March 2023, the mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions market shares for MTN Rwanda Ltd 

decreased by 0.3 percentage points to 63.3% whereas that for AIRTEL Rwanda Ltd increased by the 

same margin reaching 36.7% in comparison to February 2023 statistics as illustrated by Figure 4. 

 

Figure 4: Market share trends for mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions per operator 

 
Source: Operators’ reports 
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